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The 107th Avenue overpass on Interstate 10 in Avondale will be replaced, under an agreement between the city and the Arizona 
Department of Transportation.  

The city will spend a bit more than $2 million for its share of the project. Avondale is funding some of the costs because the city has been 
planning for some time to widen 107th Avenue to six lanes (adding one more lane in each direction). The existing I-10 overpass doesn't 
have a wide enough span to accommodate adding lanes underneath the bridge, interim city engineer David Fitzhugh said.  

ADOT is leading the design and letting bids on the project.  

I-10 will be widened from Loop 101 to Sarival Road in two main parts: the first phase will add a new high occupancy vehicle lane in each 
direction and another general purpose lane. Later, the project will add yet another general purpose lane in each direction, for a total of four 
each way.  

The HOV lanes will be built in what is now the median of I-10, while the additional general traffic lanes will be added to the outside of the 
existing through lanes.  

Bidding is out on the first phase of the project, with construction expected to begin early in 2008.  

Cost of the 107th Avenue overpass project is estimated at $4 million, with the city paying $2,019,335. The city originally was to bear all the 
costs, but Avondale officials in July successfully negotiated with ADOT to pick up half the costs.  

The city's share of the cost will have an impact on other local road projects that were in the hopper. The city had planned in fiscal year 
2008-09 to add medians to Buckeye Road between 107th Avenue and Avondale Boulevard at a cost of $1.2 million.  

Those funds and another $920,000 from two other projects will instead be used to pay for the 107th Avenue overpass on I-10. The other two 
projects, which were scheduled for the 2007-08 fiscal year (the current fiscal year, which began July 1), were a traffic signal installation at 
Indian School and El Mirage roads, $500,000; and the creation of a right turn lane onto northbound Avondale Boulevard, $420,000.  

The city also has another agreement with ADOT on aesthetic enhancements to the 107th Avenue overpass.  

That agreement covers graphic art on the sound wall along I-10, walls and abutments.  

The City Council tried to get ADOT to put crossed flags in the design of the graphics, to symbolize the presence of Phoenix International 
Raceway in Avondale. But ADOT officials felt the flags would amount to promoting or advertising a commercial facility, and nixed the flag 
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designs.  

The cost of the aesthetic enhancements is estimated at $310,983. The enhancements will be added to the 107th Avenue overpass as the 
construction timetable dictates, said Dan Davis, Avondale's director of Parks, Recreation & Libraries.  

Daniel Burnette can be reached by e-mail at dburnette@westvalleyview.com.  
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